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MODERNIZATION POTENTIAL OF THE LIBERAL PROJECT
AND EXPECTATIONS OF CITIZENS
IN POST-SOVIET RUSSIA

Abstract. The article deals with the issue of positioning the modernizing potential of the liberal project in the post-Soviet
Russia and its dissonance with expectations of the majority of Russian citizens. The article presents the contradictions on

such viewpoints as civil society, constitutional and social state. The author concludes that the consensus of social and elitist
expectations were based not on the liberal model, but on the hope of the elite and citizens that the provider of the secure
present and sustainable future in our country is a strong, politically centralized state. One of the main theses of the liberal-
democratic modernization was the reduction of the state role in the economy and other spheres of social life. Such suggestion,
in spite of its internal logic, did not take into account certain inertia of the political process, that in the Soviet system traditionally
the major owner was the state, not society.

In practice, the implementation of the formula «democracy, private property and the market will put everything on its place» has
led to significant conceptual and ideological contradictions.
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KATJTYHOBA [lapbs AHatonbeBHa — achupanm kagedps: NOAUMOAOUU U NOAUMUYECK020 YNPAGAeHUs
Hnemumyma obwecmeennvix Hayk Poccuiickoii akademuu HapoOoHo20 X038icmea u 20Cy0apcmeeHHoll
cayacowt npu Ipesudenme PO (119571, Poccus, e. Mocksa, np-km Beprnadckoeo 82, cmp. 1; d.kaplunova@
gmail.com)

POCCHA KAK HALUMNOHAJIbHOE TOCYOAPCTBO:
ANCKYCCHUN U NMPOTHO3bl SKCIEPTOB

AHHOTauums. CTaTbs NOCBsILLEHa aHann3y B3rNS0B PSAA BEAYLLMX CeLnanmncToB ro BONPOCY OnpeaneneHms
Poccum kak HaumoHanbHoro rocyaapctaa. Ocoboe BHUMAHWE YAeNSeTCs aHann3y NOHUMaHMs 1 ONpPeaeeHus
(eHoMeHa HaLmum B Poccun, T.K. HaLms IBSIETCS LIEHTPaJIbHOM COCTaB/ISOLLEH CTRYKTYPbI HALIMOHAIbHOMO r0-
cynapcTsa. [poaHann3npoBaB MHEHWS BEAYLLMX NCCIEL0BATENEN, aBTOP MPUXOANT K BbIBOAY, 4TO POCCUIICKOE
rocyapcTBoO MOXHO ONPeaesNsTh Kak HaLUmMoHa IbHOE rocyaapcTBo, HO TUMOIOrNHECKM OTINYAIOLLEECs OT APYruX
HaLMOHabHbIX COOOLLECTB COBOKYNMHOCTbIO MCTOPUHECKMX, NOSUTUYECKMX, KYIbTYPHBIX 0COOEHHOCTEN 1
TPAANLMNA.

KnioyeBbie cnoBa: Halws, HalMOHa bHOe rocyaapcTBo, Poccus, Tun rocynapcTsa

CTOpPUU U3BECTHHI IBE HanOoIee 3HaUMMBbIe (POPMbI OpraHU3aIU M XXKU3HU O0ILIESCTB
— 3T0 UMIIEPUH M HALIMOHAJILHBIE TOCYIapCTBA. BONBIIMHCTBO BeayIIIMX eBPOIIeii-
CKMX CTpaH IPOIIUIN ITyTh CTPOUTEIBCTBA KaK UMIICPUil, TaK U HAIIMOHAJIBHBIX TOCY-
nmapcTB. UMmepckuii mepmon poccuiickoit uctopum mmics ot Ilerpa I mo Hukonas 11,
ITOJIYIMB 3aTE€M CBOE IIPOJOIKEHIE B (POPME COBETCKOTO TOCYIapCTBa, KOTOPOE TaKXKe
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MPEACTABIISLIO COOOH Pa3HOBUAHOCTb UMITepUU. Borpoc OTHOCUTENBLHO TOTO, YEM 110
CBOEMY YCTPOMCTBY SIBJIsSIETCSI cOBpeMeHHast Poccusi — HallMOHAJIBHBIM TOCY1apCTBOM,
UMIIEpUel WM MHBIM 00pa3oBaHMEM, OCTAEeTCS OTKPBHITHIM. Hanmumunio MHOXecTBa
Uaeil U KOHIUETINUH CITOCOOCTBYIOT HEYCTOSBIIUICS MOHSATUIMHBIN ammapar, pa3Ho-
IJIacusl B TIOAXOJaX M OLIEHKAaX, CBSI3aHHBIX C 0COOCHHOCTSIMM POCCUIICKOI MCTOPUH,
IJATEILHBIM IIpolieccoM (popMUpoBaHUS B Poccum Haumy v Kak MOHSTHS, U KaK
CYIITHOCTHU.

JIucKyccumM OTHOCUTEIbHO (heHOMEHAa HAIlMOHAJbHBIX TOCYAAapCTB, KaK IpaBUIo,
HAYMHAIOTCS C ONpeaeeHUid MoHsATU Hauuu. X 0coOeHHOCTh CBsI3aHa C TeM, UYTO
B KaXIIOM OOIIeCTBEe HAIlUS TPAKTYyeTCs CIIeHU(UIeCKr, IpUoOpeTast HalpaBlIeH-
HOCTb Y XapaKTep, 3aBUCSIINE OT KYJIbTYPHO-UCTOPUYECKOTO MYTH Pa3BUTHUS, XapaK-
Tepa (OPMHUPOBAHUS ITOJUTUYECKOMN CUCTeMbl. I3BECTHBIN POCCUIICKUIT NCTOPUK
Anekceit Mujiep BecbMa JIeTalIbHO PEKOHCTPYMPYET IIpoliece MosiBiaeHus B Poccun
CaMoOro ITOHSITUE HAallMU, 3BOJIIOLUIO €T0 pa3BUTHUS B pa3jivyHbIe 3Moxu. Ilpuas B
Poccuio kak 3aBoeBaHue PpaHIly3cKOil PeBOIOLMU, MOHSITHE HAIUU CTAJIO U3Y-
YaTbCSl U OCMBICIIUBATHCSI B KOHTEKCTE POCCUNACKUX UCTOPUUYECKUX, COMATbHBIX U
MOJTUTUYECKUX peanuii. Bo ®paHiLMy HallKsl TOHMMAJIAch KaK «HaJACOCIOBHAs OOIII-
HOCTb, HaJleJIEHHAsI CYBEPEHUTETOM U MPABOM MOJIUTUYECKOTO TIPEICTaBUTEIHCTBA»
[Musep 2016: 46], T.e. B paMKax rpaXXIaHCKUX U KYJIBTYPHO-TIOJIUTUIECKHUX OCHOB.
Hns Poccuiickoit UMITIEpUM C YKOPEHUBIIUMUCS TPATULIUSIMU CaMOJIeP>KaBUsT TAKOE
IMOHMMaHWe HallMM ObLIO HemomycTUMbIM. M eciim Bo BpemeHa Anekcanapa I u
Anexcanapa Il momyckanoch UCITOJIb30BaHME MOHSITHS HALIMKU BO (DPAHITY3CKUX Tpa-
IULINSIX, TO TIpM mpaBiaeHun Hukonas I mosgsnsercs konnemnus C. YBapoBa «IIpaBo-
cllaBUe, caMojep:KaBre, HapOJHOCTb», B KOTOPOM «HAPOAHOCTb» BBITECHSIET MOHSI-
te Hauyu [Muinep 2016: 59].

OpnHolt 13 0coO0eHHOCTe (hOPMUPOBAaHUS U YCBOSHUS MTOHATUS Haluu B Poccun
SIBJISIETCSI €ro Oe3yCIielIHasl KOHKYPEHIIMS CO CIIOBOM «Hapona». Bo ®paHiiuu Tax xe,
Kak 1 B Poccun, ecTb c10BO Hapof (peuple), Beayliliee IPOUCXOXKACHUE OT JATUHCKOTO
populus (monynsiust, HapoAd, HacejeHue ). OmHako Bo BpeMst DPpaHIy3CKOM PEBOJIIO-
LIMU TPAAULIMOHHOE IMMOHITHE «HAPOA» HAYMHAET YCTYIIaTh MECTO IMOHSITHIO «HALIMST»,
KOTOPOE MOJYYUJIO CMBICIT MOJUTUYECKOTO eIMHCTBA Bcero Hapoaa dpaHLIuy BOKpYT
HOBBIX, IeMOKpaTUUeCKMX LieHHocTel. B Poccuu nmoHsiTue Hapoma ObLUIO U OCTaeTCs
HEU3MEHHBbIM. TepMUH «HaIMs» TPeObIBaJl BHE OOpallleHUs B TEUEHUE BCETO COBET-
CKOTo TNepuojia v MOTY4YWJI IpaBa rpaX1aHCTBa OTHOCUTEJIBHO HETaBHO.

DopMyIMPOBKa «MHOTOHAIIMOHAIBbHBIN Hapoa Poccuun» B KauecTBe UCTOYHMKA BJla-
ctu purypupyet B Konctutyuun P® 1993 r. YnomuHasImiics Boiiie Anekceit Muiep,
a TakKe KPYITHBIN OTeUYeCTBEHHBII UCCIenoBaresb Biranumup ManaxoB conmumapHbI B
TOM, 4TO IIpx Hanmcanuu OCHOBHOTIO 3aKOHa coBpeMeHHOI Poccum ykazanHas ¢op-
MYJIMPOBKaA OCTaJlach MpexXHeli, coBeTckoil. Kak moguepkuBaer B. ManaxoB, B coBeT-
CKMI TIepHoJ HAOIIOANMCh IBa IIPOTUBOIIOJIOXHEIX II0 CBOEH IMpUpoIe IIpoliecca:
C OITHOM CTOPOHBI, (POpMHUPOBAHNE HOBOW MCTOPMUYECKON OOITHOCTH «COBETCKUA
Hapo.», a C IPYroil — MOONIIpPeHNE pa3BUTHs HallMOHAIBHBIX KyJIBTYp. MccnenoBarenb
TakKe OTMEYaeT, YTO YCHIMBAIOIIMICS CeTOAHSI MHTEpeC K MOHSTUIO HalluKl, COOT-
BETCTBYIOIIEMY IMCKYPCY BO3BpAalllaeT 3TO IMOHATUE STHUYECKOMY COOOIIECTBY, T.€. K
coo0b11ecTBy npoucxoxaeHus [Manaxos 2014: 48-49].

Takum 06pa3oM, B COOTBETCTBUM C OCOOCHHOCTSIMMU TOM WJIM MHOM 3MOXU B UCTOPUU
Poccun noHsTHE HALlMU MOJyYaeT pa3IuyHOE 3ByYaHUE, BApbUPYSICh OT UMIIEPCKOM
«HApOIHOCTU» 0 «COBETCKOTO HapoJa» U 3THUYECKOI TpaKTOBKM HAllUM B COBpeE-
MeHHoil Poccuu.

O06a yIoMSIHYTBIX BbIIlIe UCCIAEA0BATENsI MPUXOIAT K CIEAYIOIIUM BbIBOJAM OTHO-
CUTEJIbHO 3HAYE€HUS HAIlMM ISl Hallleil cTpaHbl U (popmupoBaHus B Poccun Harmo-
HaJbHOTO TocymapcTBa. Tak, Muiep, paccyXmast 0 «pOCCUMCKOCTA» U «PYCCKOCTH»,
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CYMTAET BO3MOXHBIM COCYILIECTBOBAHUE 3TUX OJM3KUX, HO HE UACHTUYHBIX TTOHSTUIA.
«PycckocTh» mpeamnosaraeT aCCUMWISILIMIO TpaXKaaH, T.e. UX TOJHOe J0OPOBOIbHOE
BKJIIOUEHHE B PYCCKYIO KYJIBTYPY, UCTOPUIO, SI3bIK U T.A. 151 TeX rpaXknaH, KOTOpPhIE He
MOXXEJIal0T aCCUMUIUPOBATHCS, MPeAIaraeTcs akKKyJIbTypalus, T.e. «yCeUeHHas» acCh-
MWJISILIMSL, KOTOPAsi He TIPEANoaraeT OTka3 OT 3THUYECKUX KOPHEU, KyJbTypbl U
co0JII0IeHUM OOIIIEeHAIIMOHAJIBHBIX 3aKOHOB U YBaXXEHUM POCCUNCKUX TPpaaulluil 1
1ieHHocTel. [paxnaHckas Hauus Poccuu, o MHeHUI0 Mujuiepa, MOXeT ObITh TOJIBKO
poccuiickoi [Mustep 2016: 137, 142].

ManaxoB, co cBOe€il CTOPOHBI, MpeiaraeT nHave B3TJISIHYTh Ha «pPOCCUNMCKOCTb» U
«pycckocTb». [To ero MHEHHUI0, poccuiicKasl HallMsl JOJKHA MBICIUTLCS UCKIIOUU-
TEJIbHO Yepe3 «POCCUMCKOCTh», MOCKOILKY «PYCCKOCTh» aneJiIMpyeT K STHUYECKOMY
MoHUMaHuIo Halu [Manaxos 2014: 68]. [1pu 5ToM y4eHbIil HaACTaUBAET HA TOM, YTO
poccuiicKasi HallMsl ye CYILeCTBYeT, U MHEHUSI O €€ OTCYTCTBUU SIBJISIIOTCS 11O OOJIbIIEH
YaCTH MOJUTUKO-UICOJOTUUECKUMU 3asiBIeHUsIMU. [1yTh, MO KOTOPOMY HEOOXOIUMO
pa3BUBaTh M KyJIBTUBUPOBATh MOHUMaHUe Halluu B Poccuu, mo MHeHuo ManaxoBa,
JIEXKUT B KYJIBTYPHO-TIOJIMTUYECKOM TIpocTpaHcTBe [Manaxos 2014: 47].

Takum obpa3om, oba cIielIMaJInCcTa COIVIAaCHBI B TEM, YTO OOJIBILIOE 3HAUYEHUE IS
MTOHMMAaHMS HAlIMY KaK KOHIIEITa ¥ KaK CYIIIHOCTU UMEET KYJIbTypHasi COCTaBJISTIONIAs.
HccnenoBaTtenu cXoaaTcs BO MHEHUU, YTO KYJIBTYPHOE I0JIe HEOOXOIMMO paccMaTpu-
BaTh KaK IMHAMMYHO Pa3BUBAIOIIEECs, I/I€ BaXKHBIM SIBJISIETCST BOCIIPUSITHE TTPOLIECCOB
r06anM3alnuu U pacTyliero pa3Hooopasus.

PaccyxneHust OTHOCUTENBHO HALlMM MOABOMSIT K LIEHTPAJIbHOMY BOIPOCY: a SIBJISI-
etcst iu Poccust HauMoHabHBIM rocynapctBoM? M ko yto ctpout? Hanust — rocyaap-
CTBO (nation-state) VI TOCyIapCTBO — HALIMIO (state-nation)? Muinep 10Ka3bIBaeT, 4TO
Poccust kak nonnaTHUYecKoe 00111eCTBO, BKIIIOYalollee B ce0si MHOXECTBO TpaIUIIUid
U KYJIBTYPHBIX UIEHTUYHOCTEH, SIBJISIETCSI TOCyIapCTBOM-HalMel. [ocynapcTBy B Takux
YCJOBUSX HEOOXOIMMO MOIEPKUBATh KYJBTYpHOE pa3HOOOpa3ue Mpu COXpaHEHUU
enuHcTBa [Musutep 2016: 102]. CrnemyeT 100aBUTh, YTO TaKasl TOCTAHOBKA BOIIPOCA HE
HoBa. B wacTHOCTH, K rocynapcTBy-Haiuu cedst otHocuT Opanius. A CIIA, Hanpo-
THUB, SIBJISTIOT 00pasel] HalluU-ToCcy1apcTBa.

Eite onvH BOmpoc MpoaoyiKaeT akTUBHO Ae0aTUPOBAaThCS B POCCUIMCKUX aKaJieMU-
YECKHUX 1 OOI1IECTBEHHO-TTOJIUTUYECKUX KPYTaX: SIBJISIETCS JIM UMIIepUeli COBpeMeHHast
Poccusi? ABTOPUTETHBIN POCCUICKUI 3KOHOMUCT Biagucinas MIHO3eMIIeB HEe CUU-
TaeT HbIHenIHIol Poccuio uMnepueit, oqHaKo yTBEPXKIAET, UYTO YyBCTBO MMIIEPCKOM
HOCTAJIBTMM Y HAC MO-TMPEXXKHEMY CUITbHO. DTO, COOCTBEHHO, M MEIIAET €if CTaTh IMOJTHO-
LIECHHBIM HalIMOHAJIBHBIM rocyaapcTBoM [ MHozemiieB 2016]. I[To MHeHnio THO3eMIIeRa,
MPpUPO/Ia UMIEPUN HOCUT MOJUTUKO-UNEOJOTUYECKUIA XapaKTep, a MOTOMY OIpaHu-
YHUBAET CMIOCOOHOCTU Pa3BUTHS, BOBMOXHOCTU 9KOHOMUYECKOro pocra. [Toatomy
WMIIEPUU NPEJACTABISAIOT CO00U Mponutyo GopMy opraHM3aluu XU3HU OOLIECTB, HE
HMMEIONIYI0 BO3MOXHOCTHU TTPOJIBUTaThCs BIIEPE.

B T0 e BpeMsi B HbIHEIITHUX HAyYHbBIX TUCKYCCUSIX JOCTATOYHO CUJIbHBI MO3UIIUU
TeX YYEHbIX, KOTOpbIE HE CUMTAIOT UMIEPUHU TTOJUTUYECKON (popmoii mpoiioro. B
3TUX YTBEPXAECHMSIX €CTh HEMAJIO PE3OHHBIX apryMeHTOB. [loHSITHO, uTO MO (hopme
MpaBJIeHUs] U TEPPUTOPUATIBHO-TTOJUTUYECKOMY YCTPOWCTBY COBPEMEHHBIE CTPaHbI
SIBJISIIOTCSI HALIMOHAJIbHBIMU TocyaapcTBamu. OnHAKO UMIIEpUSIMU OHU MOTYT ObITh
0 COJEPXKAHUIO, XapaKTepy MTPOBOAMMON BHEIIIHEW U BHYTPEHHEN MOJIUTUKH, TTO3U-
LIMOHUPOBAHUIO HA MEXIYHAPOJHOI apeHe, CTpaTeruu pa3BUTus. «AMmIepckocTh»,
KOTOPYIO MPOSIBJISIIOT TaKKe TOCyIapCcTBa, BO MHOTOM OTChUIAET K UX UCTOPUUYECKOMY
MPOIILJIOMY, K TEM BpeMeHaM, KOrJla OHU IeUCTBUTEIbHO ObUIM UMIIepUsiMU. Takoe
HacJeaue A0CTaJoCh MHOTUM CTpaHam, B T.4. U Poccuu. B naHHOM ciiyyae MOXHO
TOBOPUTH 00 «MMIIEPCKOCTU» KaK KyJIbTYpPHOM (hiepe, HIoaHCcax XxapakTepa, 3aCTOsSIB-
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HIMXCSl TPAAULIMAX, HO HE KaK O JISTHTUMUPOBAHHBIX HOPMax, criocodax (pyHKIIMO-
HUPOBAHWUSI.

INonasnstioniee 6OJBIIMHCTBO COBPEMEHHBIX CTPaH BKJIIOYEHBI B MUPOBYIO CUCTEMY
MEXITYHAPOIHBIX OTHOIIEHUI U MMEIOT CXOXYIO CTPYKTYPY YCTPOMCTBA M OpraHM3a-
uuu. M kak Obl BEJTMKW HU ObLIM MOJUTUUYECKUE PACXOXACHUS MEXTY HUMU, KaK Obl
HU pa3HUJIMCh IPUHATHIE UMU OTIPENeieHUs HAlluK, B COJEPXKaHUM TOJIUTUKM Kax-
JIOTO TOCY/IapCTBa MPUCYTCTBYET OTChLIKA K HAllMOHAJbHBIM MHTEPECAM, HallMOHAb-
HOI 6€30MacHOCTU, UCTOPUUYECKOMY MPOLILTOMY.

CraHoBJIeHME HAllMi M HALIMOHAJILHOTO TOCYAapCTBa — BaXKHEMIIMIA 3Tan B UCTO-
puu yesoBeyecTBa. IMEHHO yCUJIUSIMUA HAIITMOHAJILHOTO TOCYIapCTBa YCKOPSIJICS TTPO-
11eCC MOJepPHU3ALMU, CTPOUINCH KPYITHbIE MAILIMHHBIEC MPEANPUATHS, POCJIU TOpoa,
pa3BUBajMCh S3KOHOMUKA, HayKa, oOpazoBaHue, 00111asl U MoJuTHYecKasi KyJbTypa.
OnHako y 3Toro 6e3ycJIoBHO MTPOrPecCCUBHOTO TpeHAa yxke B KoHile XIX B. crana npo-
CMaTpuBaThcs U Apyrasi unocrach. OHa Oblj1a MogMevYeHa 3HaMEHUTHIM (PaHIy3CKUM
unocodpom DpHectom PeHanoMm, aBropom coopHuKa «HUTo Takoe Haius?» (1882 ).
C onHoIi cTopoHBI, PeHaH oTMevaeT, 4To MJIs1 00pa3oBaHMsS HALMM HEIOCTAaTOUHO
pPacoBOTO, SI3BIKOBOTO WJIM PEJIMTMO3HOTO €IUHCTBA, €CTECTBEHHBIX reorpacruuecKux
rpaHUI] WJIK HaIu4us o01ero nHtepeca. Haiusi, yrBepxnaji oH, 3TO COJUIAPHOCTb,
o011ee coryiacue, o0lee OUIyIIEHUE MPOIIIOro, HACTOSIIEr0 1 COBMECTHOTO Oymay-
mero. Hammst — 310 00pazoBaHue conmaabHOE, TpeOyIonee HEKOTOPBIX YCHIIHMA, KePTB
n camooTtpeueHus [ Penan].

C npyroit CTOpoHbI, cioBa PeHaHa o TOM, UTO Uiesl HalluM SICHA ¢ TIepBOTo B3IJIsa,
HO BBI3bIBA€T OMAaCHBbIE HEeJOpa3yMeHUsI, MOXHO Ha3BaTb CUMBOJIMYECKUMU. OHU
BbIpaXaloT CyTb MHOTHX TTPOLIECCOB U AUCKYCCU, KOTOPbIE BKJIIOYAIOT B ce0s1 Tpax-
JAHCKOE, MOJUTUYECKOE, KYJIBTYPHOE, STHUUECKOE Pa3BUTHE HAlIMiA, a TAKXKe ITPU3HA-
Hue NMpUHIMNA Pa3HOOOPpa3usl U BhIpaXkeHNEe KpalHUX TOUEK 3peHUsI, Ha KOTOPBIX pac-
roJjaraloTcst HallMoHaau3M u pacusM. [IporHos Penana nonteepauics B 20—30-e .
XX B., Korga HeMeLKU HAallMOHAJTU3M U pacu3M 3(PpHeKTUBHO UCTTONB30BATUCH TOCY-
JApCTBOM JIJISI BOCCO3/IaHUSI HAIIUU «KPOBU U TTOYBBI».

B 3aBepieHue eiie pa3 OTMETHUM, YTO B POCCUICKOM OOILIECTBE MPOAOJIKAIOTCS
IucKyccuu o poccuiickoit Hauuu. Akanemuk PAH Banepuit TumkoB mpemia-
raeT omNpenesisiTh POCCUACKNI Hapoa B KayecTBe «HalMu Hauuii» [Tumkos 2017].
ITpennaraemasi TpakTOBKa MO3BOJISIET, T10 €O MHEHWIO, COBMECTUTH B ce0e 1BE UIEH-
TUYHOCTU — PYCCKYIO U poccuiickyio. YTo xe KacaeTrcs omnpeneneHus Poccum kak
TUIMMAYHOTO HAIIMOHAJBbHOTO TOCYIapCTBa, TO OHO OCJIOXHSIETCS COLIMOKYIBTYp-
HBIMU, UCTOpUYECKUMU 0cOOeHHOCTsAIMU Poccuu. Kak oTMedyaeT U3BECTHBIN KyJib-
Typosior Uropb AKOBEHKO, «IUCTaHIIMS MEXIY HAlTMCAHHOM U JeKJIapupyeMoit Hop-
MOIi ¥ peaJibHbIMU MeXaHU3MaMU, TPUMEHSIEMbIMU B XKU3HU, — OfIHA U3 KOHCTUTY-
UPYIOLIUX OCOOEHHOCTE! PYCCKOM KYJBTYpPhl U PYCCKOU LIMBUIU3ALIUU» [KOBEHKO
2016].
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RUSSIA AS A NATIONAL STATE:
DISCUSSIONS AND EXPERTS’ FORECASTS

Abstract. The article is devoted to the analysis of the points of view of leading Russian experts on the definition of Russia as a
national state. Special attention is paid to the analysis of the understanding and the definition of nation in Russia because nation
is a central component in the definition of a national state. Basing on the analysis of leading opinions, the author concludes that
Russia can be defined as a national state though its characteristics may differ from characteristics of other national societies
due to a number of factors, including the historical, political, cultural characteristics and traditions.
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